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Charles Ayo, 
Democratic 
Republic of 
the Congo

Marjorie, India

Lin-Fen, China

Anderson, Brazil

Please, introduce 
yourselves and 
tell us a little 

about your lives. 

Hi! Welcome to our event 
to celebrate the International 

Year for the Elimination of 
Children Labour.

I am 
Alana Ribeiro, 
prosecutor 
from MPT3.Due to the 

pandemics1, it will 
be fully online. I am 

Carlos Santana, Brazilian 
representative 

of ILO2.

Let’s get to know 
our guests this year, 
which is so hard and 
socioeconomically 
vulnerable due to 

the pandemic.

1 - Covid-19 Pandemics.
2 - International Labour Organization.
3 - Ministério Público do Trabalho (MPT) - Labor Prosecution Office
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<Bonjour! I am Charles Ayo, I am 12. 
When I was 10, I was recruited in my 

country to be a soldier.>4

< My entire childhood was filled with 
fear and uncertainties. They said 

we were heroes, defensors of our 
ethnicity against the others, and we 

believed that.>

<In the Sub-Saharan 
Africa, at least seven 
countries make use of 
boys and girls as sol-

diers and in checkpoints, 
as informers, to loot 

villages, or to be slaves, 
including for household 

and sexual matters.>

< A 159% raise,  as informed 
by the NGO Child Soldiers 

International.5>

<In overall numbers, in 2012, the 
UN counted 3,159 new children being 

recruited in 12 countries, while 
in 2017 that number reached up to 

8,185 in 15 countries.>

4 - Translated from French.
5 - http://bit.ly/HQ57a

< Altogether, according to the NGO, 
the number of recruitments from 

2013 to 2018 was of 29,128 in 17 coun-
tries. Half of the cases occurred 

outside Africa in nations like Syria, 
Iraq and Colombia.>

<Ni hao! My name is 
Lin-Fen, I am 16. My 
parents lived in a 

very poor province.>6

<Since we were young, my siblings and I were con-
vinced to look for “better chances” in life, leaving 

home to work and live far away, in nother provinces.>

<According to the Chinese legisla-
tion, I couldn’t work in a factory, 
However, it happened all the time.>

<When deadlines were shortened and production 
needed extra workforce, they called us as odd 

jobbers, like an “internship”, thanks to arrange-
ments with educational entities.>7

<That was quite an exploitation. We used to work 
11 hours a day, 6 days a week, mainly nightshifts, 

producing electronic components for tablets and 
cellphones or assembling toys for export.>8

<Of course I resented not being able 
to study. I valued a lot the little I 

had learnt, because I knew that Edu-
cation transforms and saves lives.> 

6 - Translated from Chinese. 
7 - http://bit.ly/HQ57b
8 - http://bit.ly/HQ57c
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<Namaste, I am Marjorie, 
I am 10. I always helped my 
mother at home with her 
work. That’s why, I had 

never been to school. We 
produced ink and embroi-

deries for a textile factory, 
supplier for several fa-

mous brands.>9

<We worked between six 
and seven days a week, six 
to eight hours a day, but it 
was not a surprise to see 

14-hour workdays.>10

<We earned around $0.15 an 
hour, that was way lower 
than the minimum wage of 

the country.>

<In India, in 2011, there were 4.35 million chil-
dren aged between 5 and 14 working11. Unicef 

estimates that they were 10.1 million!>12

<Only in 2018, 4,545 
children abandoned 

school to work with mica 
extraction, an element 

used in the cosmetics and 
car industry.>

<My brother worked on 
these mines. He passed 
away in an explosion.>13

9 - Translated from Hindi.
10 - http://bit.ly/HQ57d
11 - http://bit.ly/HQ57n

12 - http://bit.ly/HQ57h
13 - http://bit.ly/HQ57k

Hello, my name is Anderson, I am 
11 and I have worked since I was 

9. I started in a charcoal factory 
with my father and I only left it 

when we moved to the city. 

There, I worked under the 
traffic lights, selling candies, 

or at the beaches, offering 
popsicles to tourists.

Data from IBGE15 in 2019 show that there 
were 1.8 million children and adoles-
cents working in Brazil. Out of those, 
706,000 busy with the worst forms of 
child labor16. Besides, 66%  are black. 

Only 15.2% are legally employed as an ap-
prentice. In Brazil, the minimum age for work 

is 16, except in case of being an apprentice, 
when they can be 14. Before that, the Consti-

tution prohibits any kind of work.17

According to 
the ILO, there 

are 160 million 
children and 
adolescents 
working in 
the world. 

Half of them 
in dangerous 

functions, 
in the worst 

forms of child 
labor.14

14 - http://bit.ly/HQ57t
15 - National Household Sample Survey (Continuous PNAD).

16 - http://bit.ly/HQ57o
17 - MPT series in Comics 28.
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The situation 
of  Children and 

adolescents in other 
countries is pretty 
much similar to the 

one in Brazil. 

In our country, there 
are also these kinds 
of soldier-children, 

but they are exploited 
by the drug dealers.

Other children 
are exploited in 
factions of big 
chains of the 

textile industry.

Not to mention 
the fact that many of them 
leave home  searching for 
better opportunities and 
are victims of domestic 
child labor18 or sexual 

exploitation. 

People close 
their eyes to the children 
bearing a false statement 

that it is “better off working 
than stealing”, and that “work 

give us dignity”, “it forms 
character” and even that “ 

working does not 
kill anyone”.

These myths are 
reproduced as there 

were no other options 
for the children and 

the adolescents. 

18 - MPT series in Comics 20 about domestic child labor. 

Come on! No! 
Working has to 

start at the right 
time, you cannot have 
another childhood 

later!

The Child and 
Adolescent Statute19 is 
pretty clear: children 
have to play, study and 

be protected.20 

Children that 
have been knocked 
down by cars while 
juggling under the 
traffic lights21 or… 

Besides, many 
children get 
themselves 
involved in 

accidents while 
in child labor. 

…got injured 
carrying a 

wheelbarrow full 
of other people’s 

street market 
purchases.22 

What has 
changed in 
your lives, 

kids?

19 - More information in MPT Series in Comics 21.
20 - More information about Child Protection Networks in 

MPT Series in Comics 14 and 15.

21 - http://bit.ly/HQ57q
22 - MPT Series in Comics 2.
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I discovered some training for 
citizenship projects that discuss 

the theme of child labor in schools. 
That is how I learned that child la-

bor is extremely harmful and would 
end up jeopardizing my future. 

Besides taking my childhood away… 
a time that never comes back…

My Family got by on very little 
money, despite the fact that they 

wanted me to have better life 
opportunities than they had. But, 
thanks to the support of public 

policies, I could get back to school 
and stop working.  

<In my country, a law has been approved in 
order to prohibit under 14 children to work. 

Finally, I could go to school and learn healthy 
and decent ways of living my life.>

<In India, there is still a lot to 
be done, as prohibiting domestic 

child labor, for example.>

<In my case, there was an anonymous 
tip. The international pressure helped 

end the exploitation and allow the 
inspections to be more rigid.>

<There is too much international 
pressure so that the production 

chains respect the human rights and 
have responsible social practices.>

<An international humanitarian action helped leaving 
my life of soldier behind. I could even convince several 

of my friends to change their lives too.>

23 - The action “MPT in Schools” is part of the project. Rescue the 
childhood. Learn more here: https://youtu.be/xYKCzm26Tkg

23

24 - The Convention 138 about the minimum age for admission to work is from 
1976, but it only came to be in force in Brazil in 2002.

25 - AThe Convention 182 about the worst forms of child labor was approved 
by the ILO assembly in 1999. In Brazil it came to be in force in 2001. 
Learn more in MPT series in Comics 33. 

26 - Sustainable development goals (SDGs)

And today 
you are the first UN 

child ambassadors, 
representing your coun-
try in the fight against 

Child Labor. 

The General 
Assembly of the 
United Nations 

declared 2021 as 
the International 
Year for the Elimi-

nation of Child 
Labour.

The ILO conventions 
about the minimum age for work 
admission24 and about the worst 
forms of child labor25 are vey 

important, by the way, it has been 
20 years since they are in force 

in Brazil. 

...and by 2025 end 
child labor in all 

its forms. 

The target 8.7 of 
the 2030 UN agenda26 says 

that its member states, like 
Brazil, should take immediate 

and effective measures 
to prohibit and eliminate 
the worst forms of child 

labor…

Thank you for 
join us in this event in 
a partnership between 
the MPT and ILO to give 
more details about this 
so important task of 
ending child labor in 

the world.
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27 - Brazilian Federal Constitution, art. 227
28 - Report “Child Labour: Global estimates 2020, trends and the road forward” - http://bit.ly/HQ57t

<Studying 
transforms people 

and emancipates 
them. Only education 
can break the cycle 

of poverty.>

...and keep them 
safe from any kind of 
neglect, discrimination, 
exploitation, violence, 

cruelty and 
oppression. 

<Besides being 
illegal, child labor 

restricts children of having 
a full life, keeping them 

away from school and from 
the possibility of developing, 

in a healthy way, their 
capabilities and 
potentialities.>

It is a duty for 
the family, the society and 

the state to make sure 
children and adolescents 

have, as a priority, the right 
to life, health, leisure, 

education…27 

<That mission will 
Only be accomplished if each 
and every one take part of 
their responsibilities: The 
State, Private enterprise, 
organized civil society, 

families and all the 
citizens of the world.> <According to a new 

report by ILO28, the 
progress to end child 
labour has stalled 

for the first time in 20 
years!>

<Contrary to
the previous downward 

trend, there was an 
increase of 8.4 million 

cases in the last
four years.>

<People, as long as 
they are aware and informed, can 
make choices that contribute to 

the end of child labor, and therein 
lies the importance of educational 

campaigns and awareness.> 

Together, we have 
the power to change the world 

and eliminate child labor. 
Therefore, let’s act now to 

end child labor. 

<Everybody can 
make a difference, not 
only governments or 

organizations.>

Thank you 
for your presence, 
kids. What are you 

going to do, now that 
the event is 

finished?

Save the date: 
6/12, World Day Against 
Child Labor! Inspire, be 
an example, ask every one 

– civil society, entities 
and the state –  

to do their part.
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“Play and 
dream!!!”

Note: The five-blade 
pinwheel is the world 
symbol of the fight 
against child labor. 

THE END
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International Year 
for the Elimination  
of Child Labour

We need to act now to end child 
labor. Everybody can help, making 
personal choices, consuming 
with responsibility e asking the 
governments and institutions for 
actions. Together we will eliminate 
child labor.

Access: 
https://endchildlabour2021.org

“Play and 
dream!!!”

Note: The five-blade 
pinwheel is the world 
symbol of the fight 
against child labor. 

THE END
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